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Colossians:  

Christ in You 
 
North Creek Presbyterian Church, Mill Creek, WA … Sundays 11am 
 
1. January 7 Introducing Colossians & Christology Col. 1:1-2 & 4:7-8 
2. January 14 The Supremacy of Christ  Colossians 1:3-23 
3. January 28 Christ and You, Sharing Life  Colossians 1:24-2:7 
4. February 4 Making Christ Your Center  Colossians 2:8-3:4  
5. February 11 Living from Christ the Center  Colossians 3:5-4:6 

 

Lesson 1 of 5 - Introducing Colossians & Christology – 1:1-2 & 4:7-18 
 
Introducing Colossians 
 
A Book of the Bible – In the Form of a Letter 

Three Simple Parts of a New Testament Epistle 

• Opening (salutation) / Body (Theology & Ethics) / Closing (final greetings) 
 
From: Who Wrote Colossians? 

Paul (1:1) 
From prison, likely Rome near the end of his life (4:18) 
Possibly with the help of a scribe (1:1 & 4:18) 

 
To: To Whom Was It Written? 

The church at Colossae, a city in the Roman province of Asia, modern-day Turkey 
 

The City 

• A declining city with a glorious past.  By the first century, Colossae had declined 
significantly from its heyday in 300 BC. Its decline was hastened by the building of a new 
highway that bypassed the city (like towns in the American SW when interstate highways 
replaced Route 66).  It used to be larger than the two nearby towns of Laodicea and 
Hierapolis, but was now the smallest of the three. 

• Had a religiously diverse population.  Most residents were gentiles, with a small Jewish 
community.  Being near a major highway, people there were exposed to the latest ideas and 
philosophical viewpoints (this may be behind the “syncretistic” mixing of religious beliefs 
that led to the writing of the letter). 

 
The Church 

• Christians who lived in Colossae – 1:2 “Saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ”  

• It’s likely Paul had never been there – 2:1 “those who have not seen me face to face”    

• Epaphras was likely the connection between Paul and Colossae – 1:7-8 “This you learned 
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 
and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.”  
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• The extended final greeting in 4:7-18 offers a goldmine of names.  In addition to shining a 
light on “normal” believers like most of us, it reminds us that this was not so much an 
institutional church as a circle of relationship among believers in Jesus.   

o What actions of theirs does Paul highlight? 
▪ Sharing news so others will know 
▪ Encouraging and giving comfort  

 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Share your name & the name of a believer who has helped inform or encourage your faith. 
2. From your perspective, how do you see contemporary believers continuing the actions of the 

Colossian Christians? 
 
Re: Why Was It Written? 
 

Encouragement to stay focused on Christ. 
From the body of the letter, we find that its purpose is to equip the Colossian Christians to stay true 
to faith in Christ and avoid some kind of false teaching that is circulating among them.  Epaphras 
travelled to Rome to present the problem to the Apostle Paul.  This letter is Paul’s response.  One 
way to put the overarching theme: “Live by Christ and His Power” 
 
Key Topics 

• Christ – He is more than we imagine 

• “Powers” – These tempting philosophies are nothing compared to Christ 

• Power – Christ comes into our lives & gives power for living a life pleasing to God 

• Thanksgiving – as a daily lifestyle (Paul’s expression and teaching) 
 

Special Focus: Christology 
 
Christology is the part of theology that is concerned with the nature and work of Jesus, including such 
matters as the Incarnation, the Resurrection, and his human and divine natures and their relationship.  
 
Christian theology affirms that Jesus is fully human & fully God; rooted in diverse Biblical texts 

• Scripture texts that emphasize his humanity = Low Christology (example: Synoptic gospels) 

• Scripture texts that emphasize his divinity = High Christology (example: John’s gospel) 
 
Colossians exerted a powerful influence on Christian belief in the pre-existence of Christ, a vital part of 
the doctrine of the Trinity – God is three in One: Eternally existing as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Are you more comfortable with the humanity or the divinity of Jesus?  Share why. 

• Why is it important to take account of both aspects when trying to understand who Jesus is? 
 
Reading Assignment 

1. Bible: Colossians 1:3-23 
a. Highlight words that interest you, and look for themes – Christ, power(s), thanksgiving 
b. What does it say about Christ?  What do you know about Christ that it doesn’t say? 

 
2. Article: “The Battle Won: Colossians” by N.T. Wright, from Following Jesus: Biblical Reflections 

on Discipleship (Eerdmans, 1995). 


